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EMU receives largest estate gift in school history
Before she left this world, Jean Noble
Parsons had a vision for her property
that tied science and art to nature.
Eastern Michigan University will carry
on that legacy.
Eastern Michigan University has
received $2.2 million from the trust of
renowned sculptor and potter Jean
Noble Parsons (1929-2000). The estate
gift is the largest of its kind in the
history of EMU.
A press conference to note the
occasion took place in a packed
University Gallery Feb. 5.
"This is a historic moment for EMU,"
said Donald M. Loppnow, provost and
executive vice president of EMU. "It is
a true testament to the learning
environment we have and the
education our students receive. Jean
Noble Parsons had no affiliation with
EMU, yet we received this gift because A LEGACY CONTINUED: Eastern Michigan
of the quality and collaborative nature
University has received $2.2 million from
of our academic programming in art,
the trust of renowned sculptor and potter
biology and psychology, and the
Jean Noble Parsons (1929-2000). The
faculty who teach in those areas."
estate gift is the largest of its kind in EMU's
history and was announced at a press
The trust includes $1.75 million in cash conference in University Gallery Feb. S.
and $489,000 in property. The
Parsons' trustees solicited proposals following her death to establish a center in her
name.
The transfer of the trust is the culmination of seven years of hard work and planning to
realize Ms. Parsons' vision.
"This really is a super Tuesday," said Tom Venner, head of the art department, making
an analogy between EMU's good news and the fight for the Democratic and Republican
presidential nominations occurring that same day. "It's been a long trip, but a really
good one."
The Parsons Governing Board, which includes EMU faculty from the departments of art,
biology and psychology, as well as Continuing Education, worked with Ralph Munch, a
senior trust officer with Huntington Bank in Traverse City, to bring Parsons' dream to
fruition.
More on this story...
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Before she left this world, Jean Noble Parsons had a vision for her property
that tied science and art to nature. Eastern Michigan University will carry
on that legacy.
Feb. 12, 2008 issue
EMU receives largest estate
gift in school history

By Ward Mullens

Eastern Michigan University has received $2.2 million from the trust of
renowned sculptor and potter Jean Noble Parsons (1929-2000). The estate
gift is the largest of its kind in the history of EMU.
A press
conference to
note the
occasion took
place in a
packed
University
Gallery Feb.
5.
"This is a
historic
moment for
EMU," said
Donald M.
Loppnow,
provost and
executive
A GIFT TO REMEMBER: Tom Venner {at podium}, head
vice president of EMU's Department of Art, makes a few statements
of EMU. "It is d uring a Feb. 5 press conference to announce the
a true
largest estate gift in EMU's history. Venner and other
testament to faculty members from art, biology and psychology
the learning were instrumental in creating Jean Noble Parsons'
environment vision for her 86-acre property in Interlochen near
we have and Traverse City. That effort led to EMU receiving $2.2
the education million in cash and property from Parsons' trust.
our students
receive. Jean Noble Parsons had no affiliation with EMU, yet we received
this gift because of the quality and collaborative nature of our academic
programming in art, biology and psychology, and the faculty who teach in
those areas."
The trust includes $1.75 million in cash and $489,000 in property. The
Parsons' trustees solicited proposals following her death to establish a
center in her name.
The transfer of the trust is the culmination of seven years of hard work and
planning to realize Ms. Parsons' vision.
"This really is a super Tuesday," said Tom Venner, head of the art
department, making an analogy between EMU's good news and the fight
for the Democratic and Republican presidential nominations occurring that
same day. "It's been a long trip, but a really good one."
The Parsons Governing Board, which includes EMU faculty from the
departments of art, biology and psychology, as well as Continuing

Education, worked with Ralph Munch, a senior trust officer with Huntington
Bank in Traverse City, to bring Parsons' dream to fruition.
Munch, who handled the estate on Parsons' behalf, recalled the
commitment and diligence with which EMU faculty pursued the property.
"They pursued me like a prom date," Munch said half-jokingly. "They
convinced me they could really utilize the property in the fashion they said
they could."
EMU will use the
gift to establish
the Jean Noble
Parsons Center
for the Study of
Art and Science
on 86 wooded
acres near
Traverse City
and Interlochen.
Programming for
the center will
maintain the
natural state of
the land and will
be designed to
foster
interdisciplinary
TRANQUIL SCENE: This building, used for teaching exchanges
between artists
EMU spring and summer courses and visiting
and scientists.
artists-in-residence, is part of the Jean Noble
Parsons' Center for the Advanced Study of Arts
and Sciences.
Eastern
Michigan's
departments of art, biology and psychology currently offer numerous
classes and workshops on the property through EMU's Continuing
Education program.
"Jean understood the importance of nature and art, and their relationship
to the human condition and quality of life," said Bob Neely, EMU's associate
provost.
According to the trust, Parsons outlined five activities to be accomplished
with the money:
• establishment of a research center and wildlife sanctuary,
• an integrated artistic and scientific program for graduate students,
• use of the dwelling and property for intellectual discussion by
researchers, professors and scientists,
• nature walks for observation and identification of flora and fauna,
and
• public seminars on a range of artistic, environmental and spiritual
topics.
Although the property is 86 acres, EMU will keep it pristine for wildlife,
Venner said.
"It won't be a heavily-used site, but it will be a regularly-used site," Venner

said.
Jean Noble Parson received a Fulbright Scholarship in 1958. She studied
ceramics in Denmark and was mentored by renowned potter Richard
Kjaerdgaard. As part of her scholarship year, Parsons visited factories, art
schools, potteries and practicing masters in Denmark, England, Finland and
Sweden. She returned to the United States and continued individual
research at Cranbrook Academy of Art in Michigan.
In 1962, Parsons became a charter faculty member of the Interlochen Arts
Academy and chair of the Visual Arts Division. During her 38 years at
Interlochen, she taught many talented students and had two who became
Presidential Scholars in the Arts, a prestigious national honor recognizing
her as an outstanding instructor by The White House.
"This gift will be felt by many generations of EMU students and faculty,"
said Board of Regents Chair Tom Sidlik. "It is a vision of what EMU is and
can be in the future." - Ron Podell contributed to this report.
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EMU student pits
himself against
elements,
competitors on
"Survivor"

By Sarah Van Metre
Graduate Assistant,
Sports Information
Department
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After spending years avidly watching "Survivor", Eastern Michigan
University junior Erik Reichenbach finally got his own shot at surviving the
elements - both mental and physical - on the reality show.
"I've been a fan of the show for a long time, since I was a little kid,"
Reichenbach said. "I followed the first season. I was just interested in it,
the psychology and competition of it. Then, I turned 21 and remembered
that was the age when you can do this. "
Following
his own
hunch to
put
together a
video,
Reichenbach
impressed
the
"Survivor"
casters.
"They
called me
back and
said, 'You
were
hilarious.
we want to I WILL SURVIVE: Erik Reichenbach, an Eastern
Michigan University junior, competes in the current
see
version of "Survivor Micronesia: Fans vs. Favorites."
another "'
Reichen'bach The first episode aired Feb. 7 on CBS and Reichenbach,
a diehard fan of the show, is still in the game.
said. "The
second one (video) was well-put together. That was how I got on."
His video used to play on You-Tube, but has since been pulled because
CBS owns the rights to it. Reichenbach showed what type of person he is in
the video, from working at a local ice cream parlor to running and being
outdoors. An Ypsilanti landmark, the infamous water tower, even made the
video cut.
The 16th season of the successful "Survivor" franchise aired its first
episode Feb. 7. Micronesia is the exotic locale for this installment, pitting
fans of the show against the people they are used to watching. "Fans vs.
Favorites" is the theme of this go-around, as 10 newcomers compete
against 10 former castaways.
Reichenbach, who is pursuing a degree in graphic art and design, is
referred to as the "Ice Cream Scooper from Hell" on the show, an homage
to his summer job at an ice cream parlor in Hell, Mich.
Before heading to Micronesia, an area containing hundreds of small islands
in the Pacific Ocean, Reichenbach wanted to sharpen his skills.
"I tried to make fire a couple of times with just regular everyday things.

Every time I tried to make fire, all I could make was smoke," Reichenbach
said. "I basically just worked out the same with running, (because) running
keeps you in great shape. "
Reichenbach is a member of EMU's cross country and track teams, and has
earned two letters competing for the Eagles.

The Reich-0-Meter
Erik Reichenbach survived the
first episode of "Survivor
Micronesia: Fans vs.
Favorites." He is a member of
the Airai tribe. Each week,
FOCUS EMU will update
readers on the status of
Reichenbach on "Survivor. "
The show airs at 8 p.m.
Thursday on CBS.

More importantly, Reichenbach prepared
himself for the most daunting task of
"Survivor": the mental aspect.
"I tried to talk to the people that I
normally don't talk to, because it's more
of a social game than anything. Everyone
thinks it's some kind of competition and a
physical thing. It's totally a social game,"
Reichenbach explained.

Even though he put some thought into
what he could do while he was over
there, Reichenbach ultimately went with an open mind.
"Before I went, my mind was just open, open for whatever happened. I'm
not an aggressive person. I'm not going to be your alpha male, but I know
there's going to be other alpha males to take that place," the junior from
Pinckney said. "So, before the show, I was more prepared to just look at
my options, rather than 'this is what I need to do right away."'
Despite having an open mind and having watched numerous episodes in
the past, the social aspect of the game (lying, cheating, stealing) was
something that caught Reichenbach off-guard.
"The whole aspect is different for me. In my everyday life, I don't lie to
people; I don't cheat people; I don't steal from people. I'm not a thief; I'm
an ice cream man. Most of the time, I'm a student, an art student. And I
never really come in contact with that kind of moral dilemma in my life."
Reichenbach might have been able to use that to his advantage, as the
host of Survivor, Jeff Probst, thought that Reichenbach was
underestimated.
"I think the initial take on Erik was, he's a little silly. He runs
everywhere. When we were meeting with the Survivors right before the
game started just to see how things were going, everybody commented
about the kid in the green shorts who runs everywhere. I think that was
the take going in," Probst said in a teleconference previewing the show.
"To Erik's credit, he is much sharper than I think people give him credit
for, initially. He's much more of an athlete than I think anybody knew. You
look at him and he's thin and obviously in shape, but he's strong. He has a
determination to do what it takes and that can get you a long way in
"Survivor." Just that willingness to dig deep and go for it, not think about
it, can go a long way."
Reichenbach's coach, John Goodridge, also believes he will show some
fortitude.
"In recruiting Erik, I was immediately impressed with his competitiveness,"
Goodridge said. "In getting to know him, I have learned that he has a
great zest for life and that he also has a great sense of individualism while,
at the same time, is a very loyal team player. "
Wearing something to stand out was definitely in Reichenbach's mind when
packing for the show.

"I was pretty sure I wanted to wear something bright and wear some
Eastern colors as well, just to say 'hey, I don't want to lie about who I am.'
I want to be the nice guy, the familiar face," Reichenbach said. "And about
those short shorts... ! wore short shorts on purpose, because I am a
runner. I've been getting a lot of gunk for that, but short shorts are
coming back."
Before heading off to the other side of the globe, Reichenbach had to come
up with a reason for being away.
"I had to make up that I was going on an internship for everything and,
luckily, people were willing to believe that. You can't tell anyone where
you're going or what you're doing," Reichenbach explained. "And then,
once you're gone, you can't contact any of your family or friends. That was
pretty tough because you're missing a lot of your life."
Like holidays, for example.
Reichenbach left the comfort of his Ypsilanti apartment for the wilds of
Micronesia right before Halloween. He didn't return until mid-December,
missing Thanksgiving with his family and his own birthday. Upon his
return, he told his family and roommates where he had really been.
Beyond that, he has let everyone else find out for themselves.
Getting back into the swing of things has proven hard, after basically
disappearing into the jungle for a few months.
"It's interesting, because you're out of the loop. A lot has changed, and I'm
trying to integrate back in with my friends and family and everything. My
family has been really good about it," he said. "With friends, I'm trying to
reconnect with everybody and, at the same time, I have all these new
friends that are like 'you're a celebrity'. It's just strange and out of the
norm for me."
"Erik's 'once in a lifetime' selection as a Survivor finalist, while not only
being a great source of pride for himself and his family, also creates a
great sense of spirit for the Pinckney and Eastern Michigan University
communities," Goodridge said.
As for who wins, Reichenbach can't say. When asked the most popular
question, Reichenbach just tells everyone the same thing: "It was a tough
experience and you're going to have to watch the show to find out."
Reichenbach plans on watching the show with his family initially, before
watching it with other people.
"I want to see their (family) reaction to it. I'm probably going to go to a
couple different places. I won't stay in one place to watch any one show."
What everyone will see is one lucky kid living out a dream on national
television. - Ward Mullens contributed to this report.
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Reich-0-Meter:
Reichenbach sets
out to emulate Ozzie
on "Survivor"

EMU HOME

Editor's Note: Chart the progress of Eastern Michigan University junior Erik
Reichenbach each week at the "Reich-0-Meter. "
Erik Reichenbach, a member of the Airai Tribe (also the Survivor fans),
didn't receive a lot of face time during the first episode, but it is obvious he
respects and emulates Ozzie Lusth on the "Favorites" side. Ozzie, who
relied on his physical prowess of swimming, running, jumping, climbing
and spear-fishing, was the runner-up on "Survivor: Cook Islands. "

By Ron Podell

In a short interview snippet,
Reichenbach spoke of being
similar to Ozzie, and said, as a
cross country and track runner,
he has the required attributes.
"I think I have what it takes to
compete at this level," he said.
During a driving rainstorm,
Reichenbach was the first to swim
to another island, where canoes
and individual immunity idols to be used for the first tribal
council only - awaited both
teams.
When he reached shore,
Reichenbach scrambled about and
said, "Where the hell's the idol?"
LET THE GAMES BEGIN: Erik
Reichenbach is off to a good start
on "Survivor Micronesia: Fans vs.
Favorites." His fan team, known as
Airai Tribe, won its challenge and
avoided Tribal Council.

He did not find it - dangling in
plain sight -on the end of his
team's canoe. But, he did say, "I
beat Ozzie and I need to show
'em what I'm made of."

In camp, Reichenbach could be seen helping build the palm-frond roof of
his team's shelter.
During the first challenge, the Fans beat the Favorites, also known as the
Malakai Tribe, convincingly. Both teams were required to assemble wheels,
attach them to a cart, and then push the cart through a series of obstacles.
Once the teams reached a sand pit, they were required to dig up planks
and assemble a bridge that they could roll their cart across. Once across
the bridge and to a platform, the teams disassembled their wheels and
used them to construct a turnstile, which was then used to raise a fire to
light a wok.
While both teams dug up their planks, Reichenbach greeted the favorites
by playfully tossing sand on Ozzie and another favorite, Jonathan Penner.
The fans gained immunity and flint to start fires.

The favorites booted off Jonny Fairplay, perhaps the most despicable
Survivor contestant ever.
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Porter Chair says
learning will only
occur when schools
embrace real
democracy

By Ron Podell

EMU HOME

Education in America will not succeed through improved test scores and
teaching students to memorize facts. Rather, it will triumph when students
connect in democratic and respectful relationships with their teachers and
feel a part of something larger.
So says Deborah Meier, who has spent more than four decades working in
public education as a teacher, principal, writer and educational advocate;
and is the founder and teacher-director of a network of highly successful
public schools in New York City that are considered exemplary models of
urban school reform.
"If we took care
of everyone's
dental needs, we
would increase
(student) test
scores more than
if we teach them
to read," said
Meier, before
lacing her
comments with
knowing humor.
"Imagine how
hard it is to
concentrate when
your teeth hurt.
If students
weren't in pain,
they'd get more
questions right."
COLLABORATION IS KEY: Deborah Meier, a New
Resembling a
York City public schools educator and EMU's John
caring
grandmother with W. Porter Distinguished Chair in Urban Education,
makes a point during her lecture at Roosevelt
a world-weary
Auditorium Feb. 7. Her presentation was called
quick wit, Meier
"Educating for What? The Struggle for Democracy
presented
in Education."
"Educating for
What? The
Struggle for Democracy in Education" during her Porter Chair lecture
before a packed Roosevelt Auditorium crowd Feb. 7.
Meier is one of this year's John W. Porter Distinguished Chairs in Urban
Education. The John W. Porter Distinguished Chair in Urban Education is
named in honor of EMU's former president and state superintendent of
public instruction. It is the first endowed chair in the College of Education.
The C.S. Mott Foundation and the MacGregor Foundation largely funded
the chair. The chair is designed to actively expand the University's role in
urban school districts in Michigan, with an emphasis on school/community
relations.
Meier is the recipient of the MacArthur Award and many honorary degrees.
She also is an author of numerous books, including "The Power of Their
Ideas" and "In Schools We Trust. "

Meier said today's public schools, by and large, are more akin to prison
than anything resembling education.
"What is so important that we have to incarcerate students for 12 to 16
years?" Meier asked. "Effectively, we have a captive audience that has no
effective power except to sabotage us, to make trouble."
The more prestigious the course, the less likely it will offer any practical
real-world use, she offered.
"No employer I know cares what year the Treaty of Trent was signed. Yet,
we tell kids it's very essential. Essential for what?" Meier scoffed.
To make her point, she said teachers teach students to write academically
-- a skill they will have to unlearn when they write in their chosen career
field. And while schools teach the importance of being a democratic
society, there are no means to learn how such a society works. Translated,
many teachers teach a subject they have not experienced or administrative
politics favor cookie-cutter approaches to education.
"Democracy needs habits that survive stress. The time when we're in
danger is when we're under stress," Meier said. "Isn't it true? The principal
says, 'I'm making a decisions' to the teachers. What does that say to the
teachers? That tells us more about democracy than what is being learned
in the classrooms."
That scenario could be reversed if parents were provided more time to
come to schools and help make decisions about what subjects and issues
teachers should be stressing to their students.
It would be "akin to jury duty" to give parents time off to come to school,
said Meier, who added that kids making learning their passion -- not the
teachers -- is key.
"I think our reformers think if they could get everybody to act like ants,
well... ! don't want that kind of utopia," she said. "We'll continue to dumb
down politics as well as our schools if we let those who run them make
decisions without talking to those they teach. "
"For years, Deborah has fought for an authentic accountability of public
education," said Valerie Polakow, an EMU professor of teacher education.
"She urges parents to have a say in public education."
Noguera coming to campus d uring March
For the third consecutive year, the College of Education has gone with a
speaker series format rather than name one scholar for the 2007-2008
academic year. Pedro Noguera, a professor in the Steinhardt School of
Culture, Education and Human Development at New York University,
presents "The Schools We Need: The Limits and Possibilities of Using
Education to Transform Impoverished Communities" March 13-14.
Jean Anyon, professor of social and educational policy, City University of
New York, was on campus last November and presented "The
Underfunding of Urban Education: Problems and Possibilities."
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Human Race
Machine gives EMU
campus opportunity
to see themselves in
new light

By Krystin Jarrell

Her face shape changed slightly and she noticed a slight difference in some
features, but Katie Holdgreve-Resendez, coordinator for new student
transition programs, said her eyes were the same in each picture.
"The eyes are the window to the soul," she said.
Kicking off the celebration of Black History Month, Campus Life sponsored
a "Human Race Machine," enabling students, staff and faculty members to
envision themselves in a different race. The machine is intended to be a
powerful, yet subtle diversity tool.
After the
user's face is
scanned, nine
specific points
on the face
are plotted.
The user can
then view
their face in
six different
races : Asian,
Black,
Caucasian,
Hispanic,
Indian and
Middle
Eastern.

OF ANOTHER RACE: Krystina Downey, an Eastern
The machine Michigan University sophomore majoring in nursing,
was displayed uses the Human Race Machine and discovers what
on the stage she would look like if she were from another race.
in the Student Downey and other EMU students, faculty and staff
have used the computer photo machine to generate
Center.
facial
portraits of themselves - as persons of other
Students
races. The machine was set up in the Student Center
seemed to
as part of Black History Month on campus. Photo by
enjoy the
Alex Mandrila
experience
and many were surprised at what they saw.
"Wow! That was different," said senior Hillary Dandridge. "Being African
American, I never thought about other races, unless when learning about it
in a classroom. So, it was nice to have a different perspective on skin
color."
"I didn't look that different. Is that the point of it?" asked Mary Brake,
professor of engineering technology.
A goal of the machine was to make individuals aware of the fact that not
even one gene distinguishes all members of a race from members of
another race, according to California Newsreel.
Describing himself as colorblind when looking at others, senior Wil Bowen
said, "I didn't realize how well I recognize certain features of a race."

The machine also morphed the user's face into what the individual would
look like at an older age.
"I look good at 86," said Charnessa Paige, program coordinator for the
Center for Multicultural Affairs.
Keith Jason, coordinator of student services for the College of Technology,
was not happy with his future projection.
"I saw myself at 57 and didn't like what I saw. I guess I need to start
taking better care of myself," Jason said.
The machine was available, free of charge, Feb. 4-8. A DVD played
continuously and discussed race issues and printed information was
available for users. One of the handouts provided "Ten things everyone
should know about race."
The display stimulated conversations about race and ethnicity, which was
an important goal.
"The importance of highlighting black history is that it is a significant part
of American history and should not be excluded from any conversation,"
said Paige.
Graduate student DeRon Williams summed up the message of the
machine : "We are all the same, but different in color."
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EMU's Latondress
donates kidney to
brother; her
husband receives
kidney from
stranger years later

By Amy E . W h itesa l l

/
When Renelda Latondress's younger brother needed a kidney transplant 25
years ago, Latondress donated one of hers because it was the right thing
to do. Her brother, Julien DeBacker Jr., was just 26 and had a young son.
Latondress was 44 at the time and the best match among seven siblings.
She was scared, but she knew the stakes.
"I thought, 'I have to do this. I just
have to do this.'" said Latondress, an
accountant in Eastern Michigan
University's Accounting Financial
Services Department. She's now 69
and lives next door to her still-healthy
brother. "After all was said and done,
it wasn't as bad as I anticipated. They
seem to give you more information
than you really want and scare you
half to death."
She never dreamed she'd play a role
in another organ transplant. But, in
2000, her husband, Guy, started
showing signs of kidney failure.
Because of various health issues,
none of his family members was an
eligible donor. This time, a stranger Karen Gaffney, a business analyst
from Ford Motor Company - did what
had to be done.

KIDNEY COUPLES: (above, from
left ) Rob and Karen Gaffney
pose for a photo with their
friends, Guy and Renelda
Latondress. Renelda Latondress
had provided her brother with a
kidney transplant 25 years ago.
Gaffney, now 51, had decided she
Her husband , Guy, received
wanted to do something significant to Karen Gaffney's kidney in
mark her 50th birthday. She
2000. Today, the two couples
remembered hearing a radio
are close friends. Photo courtesy of
personality talk about donating a
Renelda Latondress
kidney, and the idea struck a chord
with her - much more so than jumping out of a plane or joining the Red
Hat society.
"I was initially trying to (donate) anonymously because I didn't know
anyone who needed one," Gaffney said. "I contacted three hospitals and
they treated me like I was crazy."
Things finally started to fall into place when she mentioned her plan to a
nurse at Ford, who happened to know the Latondress family from church.
It turned out Gaffney was a perfect match.
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"I'm thrilled I did it. I'd recommend it
to anyone. I think it's one of the best
things anyone can do," Gaffney said.
"You go through that (consideration)
'----------=--------' with your driver's license. Of course,
you check that (organ donation box)
off. But, I guess the big thing is

people knowing they can do it while they're stil l alive. And the person who
receives the kid ney has a better chance of surviving if it's from a live
donor."
The transplant between Gaffney and Guy Latondress took place Nov. 1,
2006, and anchored what has become a very special friendship between
the two cou ples.
Even thoug h there was almost 25 years between their donations, Renelda
was able to help coach Gaffney through the recovery phase with bits of
practical advice that helped Gaffney get up and around sooner, and with
less discomfort.
The Latond resses live in New Boston; Karen and Rob Gaffney live in
Garden City and there's a bout 20 years' d ifference in their ages. But,
they've found they have much more in com mon than a kidney.
Karen and Guy have birthdays within a few days of each other, as do
Renelda and Rob. They enjoy a lot of the same things, share a similar set
of values, and l ive in the same style of house. Neither cou ple has children,
but they've both owned the same breed of dog .
Karen sings in the Ford Motor Company chorus; the Latond resses have
been to all of her performances. Together, they appreciate simple
pleasu res li ke din ner, sightseei ng, Super Scrabble, and mudslide cake.
"We get together at least once a month now," Renelda Latondress said.
"We celebrate birthdays, anniversaries, transplant ann iversaries, anything
we can celebrate."
They went together to Guy's fami ly reunion last summer and have met
Renelda's sisters and brothers, including Ju lien, who went to the University
of Michigan Hospitals Jan. 5 for his 25-year checku p.
"At the time (of the transplant), they told him the l ife of the kidney was
proba bly a bout 10 years, so he's more than dou bled it," said Renelda
Latond ress, sounding proud of both her brother and her kidney.
EMYou is an occasional feature that appears in FOCUS EMU that highlights
activities or accomplisments of EMU employees outside of the campus
setting. If you have a faculty or staff suggestion for this feature, please
submit to Ron Podell at rpodell@emich.edu or call 487-4400.
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You know the drawl. You know the words.

Feb. 12, 2008 issue
Larry the Cable Guy
headlines Convo
Center winter
offerings

By Amy E. W h i tesa l l

We say, "Git-R-Done"; you say, "Larry the Cable Guy."
Comic Dan Whitney - yes, Larry has
a real name that's not Larry - has
used his down-home sense of humor
to make Larry the Cable Guy one of
the most successful comic personas
of this decade.
Larry, who'll perform at the Eastern
Michigan University Convocation
Center April 19, headlines a diverse
collection of winter/spring events that
includes comedy, music, competition
and commerce.
Convocation Center Assistant Director
Marcy Szabo strives to offer as wide a REDNECK HUMOR: Larry the
variety of options as possible, and the Cable Guy brings his particular
brand of redneck humor to the
variety here can't get much wider.
Across the span of two weeks in April, Convocation Center April 19.
the Convocation Center will host both
Larry the Cable Guy and the Tiara Girls Prom and Princess Show.
Whitney, who claims he was born in the back of an El Camino during a
Foghat concert, grew up on a hog farm in rural Nebraska. In 1988, he left
his job as a bellboy at the Ramada Inn to make a living making people
laugh. He's happy to be called a redneck and has honed a common-sense
brand of comedy that leaves room for neither racism nor political
correctness.
A veteran of Evening at the Improv, Comic Strip Live and the "Bob and
Tom Show" on radio, Larry's career took off when he joined Jeff Foxworthy
and Bill Engvall on the Blue Collar Comedy Tour in 2003. His first CD,
"Lord, I Apologize," came out in 2001 and stayed in the Top 20 for two
consecutive years.
Here's a look at the Convocation Center's upcoming entertainment
offerings:
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Casting Crowns with Leeland and
John Waller, 7: 30 p.m. Feb. 1 5 :
Led b y youth minister Mark Hall, the
Georgia-based Casting Crowns
started out as a student worship band
before catching the ear of Sawyer
Brown lead singer Mark Miller. Miller
was struck by the message and
straightforwardness of Hall's lyrics.
Through Miller's musical contacts,
Casting Crowns became the flagship
group of Provident Label Group's new
(\ ()

Beach Street Records.
CHRISTIAN MUSIC: Casting
Crowns, along with Leeland and
John Waller, will perform
"I want to shake people up and help
Christian music during a
them see that Jesus is not a religion,
concert in the Convocation
and God is not a book," Hall told
Center Feb. 15.
Christianmusic.com. "You can't pray
to a book and you can't draw
strength from an idea or standard. If there's no relationship with Jesus as a
person to you, you're in trouble. It's about life, not religion. It's about
relationships, not books. "
Opening acts Leeland and John Waller both join Casting Crowns on The
Altar and The Door tour, which started last fall and runs through May 19.
Leeland, a five-member progressive Christian group from Texas, draws on
influences like Travis, Coldplay, David Gray and U2 in its latest album,
"Opposite Way. "
Waller, former front man for the group According to John, is one of the
newest artists on the Beach Street Roster. A talented singer-songwriter,
he's considered by many to be one of the best-kept secrets in Christian
music.
Tickets are $ 18-$78. For more information, go to:
www.castingcrowns.com, www.leelandonline.com , and
www.johnwallermusic.com.
MHSAA Girls
Basketball, March 6-8:
®
Catch the culminating
games in the march to
No. 1 when the best girls
high school basketball
teams in the state come
michi an hi h school athletic association
to the Convocation Center
on
for three intense days to STATE FINALS: The EMU Convocat i
e
as
the
venue
for
the
I
I
s
er
Center
w
(
'!
compete for the state
MHSA� g i rls_ h i gh school basketball state
championship. Class c
champ1onsh1ps March 6-8.
and D semifinals will be
played March 6 at 1 p.m., 2 : 50 p. m., 6 p.m. and 7 : 50 p. m. Class A and B
semifinals follow the same schedule March 7.
1

March 8 is a day of championships, with the Class D final at 10 a. m., Class
A at noon, Class C at 4 p.m. and Class B at 6 p.m.
Semifinal pairings are :
Class C : Whitmore Lake regional winner vs. Battle Creek Central regional
winner, 1 p.m. ; Gaylord winner vs. Mt. Pleasant winner, 2 : 50 p.m.
Class D : Traverse City West winner vs. Negaunee/Sault Area winner, 6
p. m. ; Lansing-Eastern winner vs. Rochester-Oakland Univ. winner, 7 : 50
p.m.
Class A: Lansing-Eastern winner vs. Oxford winner, 1 p. m.; Rochester
Oakland University winner vs. Ypsilanti-Lincoln winner, 2 : 50 p.m.
Class B : Houghton Lake winner vs. Jackson winner, 6 p.m. ; Linden-Lake
Fenton winner vs. Zeeland West winner, 7 : 50 p.m.
Tickets are $8 for two games, which includes parking.
1-t""\ l\f'\O

For more i nfo rmation, go to http : //www. mhsa a . com/sports/g bb/index . htm
FIRST Robotics
Great Lakes
Regional, March
26-March 29:
H i g h school
robotics tea ms
from the U . S . and
Canada com pete
for a cha nce to go
to FI RST Robotics
national
cha m pionsh i ps in
Apri l . Pioneer,
H u ron Washtenaw
Tec h n ical M i ddle
Col lege,
Plymouth -Canton,
Chelsea and
MR. ROBOTO: High school robotics teams from
Ypsi la nti h i g h
the U.S. and Canada will compete in the FIRST
Robotics Great Lakes Regional a t the Convocation schools a l l sent
tea ms last yea r.
Center March 26-29.
Working with
mentors in engi neeri ng fields, students design and build robots to com plete
a task. They then co m pete a g a i n st other tea ms and the clock. Everyone
bui lds thei r robots w i t h i n a six-week ti mefra me using a com mo n set of
ru les and a stock kit of parts. Tea ms a lso a re rewa rded for excellence i n
desig n , demonstrated tea m spi rit, g racious professional i sm a n d m atu rity,
a nd a b i l ity to overcome obstacles. E M U has h osted the FI RST G reat La kes
Reg ional since 1998.
Adm ission i s free. For more i nformation, go to
http : //www . g reatlakesreg ional . com/
Tiara Girls Prom and Princess Show,
April 6, 3-7 p.m.: This u n ique expo
showcases a vast ra n ge of loca l vendors,
coveri ng every aspect of p l a n n i n g that
prom, Sweet 16, Qui ncea nera or other
special soci a l events. Ta l k with h a i rsty l i sts
and m a keu p a rtists, fash ion desig ners,
photog raphers, pa rty plan ners, DJs a nd
more . For g i rls 14- 19 and thei r parents, it's
one-stop shopping, a nd a cha nce to take
adva ntage of on -site di scou nts and
specials. Ga mes, prizes a n d spri ng break
p l a n n i n g add to the festi ve atmosphere. To
reg ister, go to www .tiara g i rl s . o rg .
Larry the Cable Guy, April 19, 8 p.m.:
La rry brings h i s u n ique brand of redneck
h u m o r to Ypsi l a nti as part of a fou r-month, PROM PREPARATION: Find
out what you need to
40-city tour. H i s latest movie, "Witless
know
to prepare for prom
Protection , " opens Feb. 2 2 . The vetera n of
and other teen highlight
" La rry the Cable G u y : Health I nspector, "
events during the Tiara
a nd the voice of Mater in Di sney/Pixar' s
Girls
Prom and Princess
"Ca rs, " ca l l s it by fa r the best work he's
Show
Ap �il 6 at the
ever done. Other recent projects i nclude
the DVDs " Morn i n g Constitu tions" a n d "The Convocat i on Center.
Blue Collar Comedy Tou r : One for the Road."
Tickets : a re $43 . 75 and available at the E M U Ticket Office; ca l l 487-2282;
or go to www .emich .edu/convocation
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STRUTTI N ' ALONG: Matt Anderson and Emily D' Annunzio shine on the dance floor while Kelley
Stonebraker, Maxim Hunt, Gannon Styles and Jenny Tocco watch from the balcony during a scene from
"The All Night Strut!" The musical is an energetic revue that features three couples in a song-and
dance celebration of the music of the 1930s and 1940s, including such hits as " Fascinating Rhythm,"
"Minnie the Moocher" and "Lullaby of Broadway". The EMU Theatre production continues Feb. 14-16, 7
p.m., in Sponberg Theatre.
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...,
During a Feb. 5 press conference in University Gallery, the largest estate gift in Eastern Michigan University history
was announced. The gift, a combination of cash and property, totals $2.2 million. The University will use the gift to
establish the Jean Noble Parsons Center for the Study of Art and Science, located near Traverse City and
Interlachen. Activities planned include the establishment of a research center and wildlife sanctuary; an integrated
artistic and scientific program for graduate students; use of the dwelling and property for intellectual discussion by
researchers, professors and scientists; nature walks for observation and identification of flora and fauna; and
public seminars on a range of artistic, environmental and spiritual topics. Some key numbers regarding the gift
include :
Cash gift $ 1 . 7 5 m i llion
Property worth $489,000
Acres 86
Planned uses for property 5
Parsons' Governing Board members 1 3
Source: Jean Noble Parsons Estate Gift Press
Conference
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Ne,vs Briefs
The following are news briefs about important activities and events at Eastern
Michigan University :
Fev. 12, 2008 issue
News Briefs
By Ron Podell
• Mardi Gras Ball
• Eagle Nation
Career Fair
• Distinguished
Speaker Series
kicks off Feb. 14
• CEO Conference
scheduled Feb. 15
• World College
international travel
grants available
• EMU Foundation
Board of Trustees
to meet
• Academic Project
Center open house
• Breuniversity Tour
2008
• Office of Nutrition
Services offers
many services
• Library mini
survey

Mardi Gras Bal l : Diversion Dance Troupe
presents its first-ever Mardi Gras Ball, Tuesday,
Feb. 12, 8 p.m. to 1 a.m., Student Center Grand
Ballroom B. Music will be played by DJ Mo Beatz.
The ball will feature a "Taste of New Orleans," a
best dressed costume contest, raffle, food and
dancing. Tickets are on sale in the ticket office.
Cost is $3. For information, contact any DDT
member or call ( 313) 405-0680 or ( 313) 3990254.
Eagle Nation Career Fair: The Eagle Nation
Career Fair is scheduled Wednesday, Feb. 13, 25 p. m. , Ballroom, Student Center. All junior and
senior athletes are strongly encouraged to
attend. This event also is open to all EMU
._______________, students and alumni. This event is sponsored by
MARDI GRAS: Diversion
the Career Services Center and Department of
Dance Troupe presents its Athletics. For information, contact Karen Varney,
first-ever Mardi Gras Ball
487-9789, or e-mail kvarney @emich.edu.
Tuesday, Feb. 12, 8 p.m.,
Student Center Grand
• Distinguished Speaker Series kicks off Feb.
Ball room B.
14: Eastern Michigan University's Fifth Annual
Clinical Research Administration Distinguished Speaker Series kicks off
this week. Cynthia L. Kirk, of CLK Regulatory Solutions, presents
"Innovations in Medicines Development : A Regulatory Perspective,"
Thursday, Feb. 14, 7 : 30 p.m. , St. Joseph's Hospital Education Center
Auditorium, 4936 W. Clark Rd., in Superior Twp. Kirk is the past
president of the Drug Information Association. For more information, call
Stephen Sonstein at 487-1238 or e-mail him at
Stephen.sonstein@emich.edu
• CEO Conference scheduled Feb. 15 : The Center for Entrepreneurship
( http : //www.emich. edu/studentorgs/ceoclub/contact.html) at Eastern
Michigan University presents the 11th Annual Midwest Regional CEO
Conference Friday, Feb. 15, EMU Student Center. The Collegiate
Entrepreneurs' Organization of EMU will host the event, and students and
faculty are invited to listen to speakers focusing on "success stories" from
local entrepreneurs. The Business Plan Competition also will take place at
the conclusion of the conference, which includes lunch. The event is free,
but registration is required. Visit the conference homepage at
http : //www.emich. edu/public/cob/ent.html or call Paul Nucci, program
communications coordinator, Center for Entrepreneurship, 487-0902, or
e-mail him at pnucci@emich. edu.
• World Col lege international travel grants available: A limited
amount of international travel support is available to full-time EMU
faculty and staff. Special consideration will be given to those who have
not received a World College travel grant previously. The deadline for the
current application/award cycle is Friday, Feb. 15. For application
information and procedures, go to
http : /Jwww. emich. edu/worldcolle_g�/travel__grants.html or call 487-2414.

• EMU Foun at1on oar o rus ees o mee :
e
Board of Trustees will meet Friday, Feb. 15, 8: 30 a.m., Eagle Crest Golf
Club House. The public is welcome. For information, call Maria Cyars,
(734) 481-2304.
• Academic Projects Center open house: The Academ ics Project
Center, located in 104 Halle Library, hosts an open house Friday, Feb. 15,
noon to 2 p.m. Refreshments will be available. For more information call
Suzanne Gray, 487-0020, extension 2154; or go to
http :/Jwww.em ich.edu}ap<J
• Breuniversity Tour
2008: Jim Breuer, of
"Saturday Night Live" fame
and known for his
characters Goat Boy and
Joe Pesci, performs Feb.
20, 8 p.m., EMU Student
Center Auditorium. Tickets
are $10 for EMU students
and $20 for the general
public. For more
information, contact
Campus Life, 487-3045, or
visit
www 'em ich.edu/campuslife. YOU THINK I'M FUNNY?: Former SNL
.
For tickets, call t� e EMU
comedian Jim Breuer imitates wiseguy
Student Center Ticket
Joe Pesci during a segment of "The Joe
.
Office, 487-2282.
Pesci Show." Breuer comes to campus
and performs Feb. 20, 8 p.m., in the
• Office of Nutrition
Student Center Auditorium.
Services offers many
services: Want a little help with your New Year's resolutions? Stop by
the Office of Nutrition Services at 108 Roosevelt Hall. The office provides
one-on-one nutrition counseling and group presentations on nutrition
topics, including weight management, healthy eating habits and sports
nutrition. In addition, the office offers body composition analysis and
nutrient analysis. A registered dietitian and student dietitians are
available to answer your questions. Services are available to students,
staff, faculty and community members. Fees are $5 for students and $10
for non-students. The office is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday,
Tuesday and Thursday; and from 10 : 30 a.m. to 4 p. m. Wednesday. To
make an appointment, call (734) 487-6572 or e-mail
chhs_nutrition@em ich.edu. For the Web site, go to
http : //www.em ich.edu/hs/dietetics/ons.html
• Library mini-survey: How can the EMU Library Web site best serve
you? Halle Library is in the process of creating a new library Web site and
needs your input. Please tell us what you like about our current site and
what we can do to i mprove it. Halle Library's m ini-survey is available on
the library's Website page at http_ :J/www.em ich.edu/hallgl. Just click on
the link "Take our m ini-library survey." The survey ends Feb. 29. For
more information, contact Julia Nims, 487-0020, extension 2 1 39.
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Atter three years as an area complex director here, I took a job outside the University in 1999. The year I spent
away from campus made it very clear where I belonged. I remember, during that year, thinking "I want to go
home" and, to me, that was Eastern.
I'm now associate director of admissions, which means I oversee all the freshman recruitment efforts and develop
recruiting strategies. I also directly oversee all of our visit programs - the tours, group tours, the Presidential
Scholarship Competition, Explore Eastern and Fast Track. I get to work with students not only when they're just
reaching out to learn about Eastern, but also when they show up on campus for a visit and when they're actually
making the decision to attend Eastern.
I think what I love most about EMU is the students. They're hardworking; they're real. They make my job easier.
They're just down-to-earth,iversities, their visit programs have students associated with them, but they're run by
professional staff. Ours has one professional staff person, and that's me. I work day-to-day with 35 students, and
they make this office go. They're doing what is, in many cases, done by professionals at other schools, and they
get incredible feedback from guests.
There's also a sense of family here that I really appreciate. About a month and a half ago, I ran into a situation
where, because of a miscommunication, I didn't have a presenter for the Presidential Scholarship Competition.
At 6 p. m. on the night before the event, I sent a last-ditch e-mail to English Language and Literature Professor
Heather Neff that said, in essence, "If you happen to be reading your e-mail on a Friday evening, I need help."
She not only called me back within an hour and a half, (but) she did three sessions with parents the next day and
totally saved me. That's one of the things I think is special - with less than 12 hours notice, it was "Whatever you

need me to do, we're a team and we can do this. We're

astern.

